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PORTUGUESE  IS   INDIA.

CHAP.    Gama wrote to his brother, telling him that if the catual

_^_^ did  not   at  once  release   him   he would adopt  hostile

A.D.     measures, and destroy all the ships in the port, and that.

1498.    in the meanwhile he should send ashore no more goods.

Upon  this   being   communicated to the   catual  he   was.

greatly angered, and  sent to the factory, and   took the

factor and clerk, with   the  three   men   who were with

them,   and Vasco   da   Gama  with   three    others,   and

delivered them up to the gazil that he  might keep them,,

whilst he  himself went to tell the King of  the affront.

which they had given him.

Upon this being reported to the King he ordered the
goods in the factory to be at once brought in, and that
Vasco da Gama and his companions should be killed.
Subsequently, however, on the advice of his Brahman and
the overseer of the Treasury, this order was rescinded,,
and His Majesty determined to wait until the. Portuguese-
should first commence hostile operations.

News having reached the  ships of the factor having,
been taken and the factory closed, a council was held as to
what was now to be done, when it was determined to re-
turn the hostages with much honour, in  the hope that
the Portuguese on shore would then. be liberated.    Ac-
cordingly Nicolau Coelho accompanied the two Nairs from
the ship who were entrusted with a message to the King-
that  if Vasco da Gama and  his companions were  not
sent back, the King of Portugal would certainly execute
vengeance   upon him   for his   treachery  and   breach of
faith.    The ships then set sail, and made a pretence of
departing, but came to anchor again shortly.    The Nairs;
immediately proceeded to the King, and, in consequence
of their pleadings, he made an ample apology to Vasco-
da Gama, and dismissed him with rich presents, at thB~
same time saying he had been deceived by evil councillors,,
whom he would surely punish; and that he might em-
bark at once, and go with his good wishes.    The factor
also was ordered to go with the overseer of the Treasury